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RESUME OF STATUTORY STEPS IN THE PROGRESS OF 

LIBRARIES FOR THE STATE OF ILLINOIS IN SPRINGFIELD 

1839 State Library established under control of Governor and 
Supreme Court Judges. 

1842 State Library collection divided to make two separate libraries: 

Supreme Court Law Library under control of the Supreme 
Court, received the law books and court reports. 

State Library under control of the Secretary of State as ex- 
officio State Librarian retained the miscellaneous collec- 
tion of books. 

State Library law of 1842 reenacted in Revised Statutes of 1845. 
State Historical Library received from the State Library all 
books relating distinctly to Illinois history. 

State Historical Society made a Department of State Historical 
Library. 

The State Historical Library permitted to receive original records 
from Illinois counties. 

Illinois Library Extension Commission established to aid public 
library development in Illinois. 

Legislative Reference Bureau established. 

State Library law revised: the Secretary of State continuing as 
State Librarian. General policy outlined. These three divisions 
specified in the law: 

General Library Division (This was formerly the State 
Library). 

Library Extension Division (This superseding the Library 
Extension Commission). 

The Archives Division (Continuing the work of the Secretary 
of State as official keeper of the archives of the General 
Assembly, the Governor’s office and his own office). 

Archives Division of the State Library permitted to receive for 
permanent preservation records from any State official who 
wishes to deposit official records there for safe keeping. 


SOME NOTES ABOUT THE ILLINOIS STATE LIBRARY 
The collection includes: 

Books, pamphlets, magazines, newspapers and maps given to and 
bought by the Illinois State Library 1839-1921, and by the 
Extension and General Library Divisions since 1921. 

United States Government documents acquired as depository library. 

State and foreign publications received on exchange 1839 to date. 

Frederick Howard Wines criminology collection donated 1910. 

Charities Commission collection on social work, charitable institu- 
tions and mental diseases, donated 1917. 

State Museum Library of 6,000 books and pamphlets on the 
natural sciences, donated 1920. 

Subjects of state administrative and legislative interest particu- 
larly stressed. 

Approximately 18,000 pictures of all types and sizes, including 
reproductions of famous paintings, architectural plates, original 
etchings, wood blocks and the like. 

Children’s books and magazines, used primarily in sending collec- 
tions to schools. 


Shelving space includes six floors of steel stacks beneath the main 
stack floor south of the Reference Room. 
(Printed by authority of the State of Illinois) 


Entered as second-class matter April 22, 1919, at the postoffice at Springfield, Illinois. 
Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in Section 1103. Act of 
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BOOK LISTS AND NOTES 


A NEW EDITION 


Publication of Inexpensive Books for 
Boys and Girls, second edition of a useful 
pamphlet much in demand as an aid in 
the selection of books for library purchase 
and for gifts, is announced by the American 
Library Association, Chicago. It has been 
prepared by the Book Evaluation Com- 
mittee of the Association’s Section for 
Library Work with Children, whose mem- 
bers are Vera J. Prout, Kansas City, Mo., 
(Chairman); Alice E. Brown, Duluth, 
Minn.; Gertrude D. Mills, Seattle, Wash.; 
Vera Winifred Schott, Wichita, Kans.; and 
Mrs. Florence B. Sloan, Newton, Mass. 

The selection of titles—890 in all—covers 
a wide range of subjects asked for by chil- 
dren. Non-fiction and the standard fiction 
titles predominate and no book over one 
dollar is included. Entries are listed under 
author’s name, publisher and price are 
given for each, and the publisher’s series 
is indicated. The section of “Picture Books 
and Easy Reading” lists 266 books and 
there are 624 titles in the fourth to eighth 
grade group of “Junior Books of General 
Interest.” 

Of unusual value is the chart which 
analyses and briefly evaluates the more im- 
portant publishers’ series. For each series 
the following information on format is 
given: appearance, appeal to children, 
print, paper, illustrations, margins, rebind- 
ing possibilities; and the characteristics of 
the series are indicated by notes on the 
selection of titles, whether edited or cut, 
and by other comments. 


Public and school libraries whose book 
funds are limited should find Inexpensive 
Books for Boys and Girls an invaluable 
tool. 


RECENT REFERENCE BOOKS FOR 
SMALL LIBRARIES 


Compiled by Library Extension Division 
for 
Regional Library Institutes 1938 


The Architectural Forum 
The 1938 Book of small houses. New 
York, Simon and Schuster, 1937. $1.98. 
Bond, H. L. 
Encyclopedia of antiques. Boston, Hale, 
Cushman, and Flint, 1937. 389p. $3.75. 
DeBekker, L. J. and Parkhurst, Winthrop, 
editors Encyclopedia of music and musi- 
cians. New York, Crown Publishers, 
1937. 688p. $2.75. 
Douglas, G. W. 
American book of days. New York, 
H. H. Wilson Co., 1937. 666p. $3.75. 


Eichberg, Robert 
Radio stars of today. 
Page & Co., 1937. 

Ewen, David 
Twentieth century composers. 
York, Crowell, 1937. 309p. $3.00. 

Funk, C. E. 

What’s the name, please? rev. and enl. 
ed. New York, Funk and Wagnalls Co., 
1938. $1.00. 

Hottes, A. C. 

1,001 Christmas facts and fancies. 
York, De la Mare Co., 1937. 
$2.50. 

Matthews—Northup new international at- 
las and illustrated gazateer. New York, 
Blue Ribbon, 1938. 264p. $2.49. 

Morley, Christopher and Everett, L. D., 


Boston, L. C. 
232p. $3.50. 


New 


New 
308p. 


editors 

Familiar quotations. Boston, Little, 
Brown, 1937. $5.00. 
(Bartlett’s standard work brought up to 
date). 

Rue, Eloise 
Subject index to readers. Chicago, 
A.L.A., 1938. 174p. $1.80. 


Speakers desk book. 1014 North Pennsyl- 
vania Street, Indianapolis, Indiana, Max- 
well Droke, 1938. 695p. $3.85. 

Stevenson, B. C. 

Home book of quotations, classical and 


modern. 3d ed. rev. and enl. New 
York, Dodd, 1937. $12.50. 

Taylor, Toni 
R. S. V. P. A book of parties. New 


York, Crowell, 1937. 
Weiss, E. B., editor 
The shopping guide. 
lesey House, 1937. 
Wilson, H. W. firm 
Educational film catalog, New York, H. 
W. Wilson Co., 1937. Service basis. 
Wilson, H. W. firm 
Standard catalog for high school libraries. 
3d ed. 1937. Service basis. 
Wilson, Margery 
The new etiquette. 
1937. 615 p. $3.50. 
Wood, Clement and Goddard, Gloria 
Complete book of games. New York, 
Halcyon House, 1938. 894p. $1.98. 
Work, M. N. 
Negro year book. An annual encyclo- 
pedia of the negro, 1937-1938. Tuskegee 
Institute, Alabama. Negro Year Book 
Publishing Co., 1937. 575p. $2.00. 


DO YOU KNOW 


226p. $2.50. 


New York, Whitt- 
$2.50. 


New York, Stokes, 


That $309,201.25 has been spent by the 
N. Y. A. and $532,070.70 by the W. P. A. 
to carry on cooperative work with the IIli- 
nois State Library in the establishment and 
maintenance of library service statewide. 
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WHAT READERS LIKE 


The Institute of Arts and Sciences asked 
Edward Weeks, of The Atlantic Monthly, 
to compile a list of the books that readers 
in the United States have liked best in 
the last sixty years. 

The first twenty titles follow: 

In His Steps (1899), by Rev. Charles 

Monroe Sheldon. 

Freckles (1904), by Gene Stratton Porter. 
Ben Hur (1880), by Lew Wallace. 
Girl of the Limberlost (1909), by Gene 

Stratton Porter. 

The Harvester (1911), by Gene Stratton 

Porter. 

Tom Sawyer (1875), by Mark Twain. 
The Winning of Barbara Worth (1911), by 

Harold Bell Wright. 

Laddie (1913), by Gene Stratton Porter. 
The Virginian (1902), by Owen Wister. 
The Call of the Wild (1917), by Jack 

London. 

Story of the Bible (1904), by Jesse Lyman 

Hurlbut. 

The Trail of the Lonesome Pine (1909), 
by John Fox. 
David Harum (1900), by Edward Noyes 

Westcott. 

The Little Shepherd of Kingdom Come 

(1903), by John Fox. 

Five Little Peppers and How They Grew 

(1881), by Margaret Sidney. 
Huckleberry Finn (1884), by Mark Twain. 
Pollyanna (1913), by Eleanor Porter. 
Black Beauty (1877), by Anna Sewell. 
Treasure Island (1894), by Robert Louis 

Stevenson. 

Trilby (1894), by George Du Maurier. 

No title in this list has sold less than 
a million copies, according to estimates. 
“In His Steps” sold eight million copies, 
and its neareset competitor, “Freckles”, sold 
two million copies. The titles show assorted 
tastes for sentimental romance, red-blooded 
adventure, religious assurance, and youthful 
innocence. The general emphasis is on 
emotional rather than intellectual stimu- 
lation. 


IT IS READY! 


“One of the chief purposes in teaching 
boys and girls to read is to enable them to 
enrich experience and to satisfy interests 
through the use of books,” writes William 
S. Gray of the Department of Education, 
University of Chicago, in his foreword to 
Eloise Rue’s Subject Index to Readers, just 
published by the American Library Asso- 
ciation, Chicago. “To this end wide pro- 
vision is made in many schools for both 
recreational and directed reading activi- 
ties.” 

“Since much of the material (for the pri- 
mary grades) which can be read with ease 
and understanding is in readers and is 
usually quite brief, it has not been indexed 
by subjects in printed book lists or library 
catalogs,” Prof. Gray states. “Although in- 
dividual teachers and librarians have kept 


notes of stories found useful in the study of 
certain units, a more comprehensive index 
of the material found in the best and most 
used readers has been needed for some 
time.” 

“Miss Rue’s Index,” he continues, “is 
concerned chiefly with the wide use of 
books in the study of specific problems and 
provides genuine help for teachers who or- 
ganize classroom activities on that basis.” 
In his opinion, this index of materials 
found in readers for the first three grades 
should prove of great value to teachers and 
school officers in suggesting topics for study 
in the lower grades, in locating materials 
for use in enriching the study of numerous 
problems, and in ordering books which will 
supplement available materials. 

“Because of its unique character,” Prof. 
Gray concludes, “Miss Rue’s study repre- 
sents an important milepost in the develop- 
ment of aids for the improvement of in- 
struction. It should be available in every 
school which endeavors to enrich and vital- 
ize teaching in the primary grades through 
the use of reading materials relating to the 
various units studied.” 

Most of the 285 readers indexed are 
based on modern educational methods and 
have been copyrighted or revised within 
the last ten years. In the list of readers 
which precedes the index proper, author, 
title, publisher, date, and price are given 
for each. Twenty readers, designated by 
two stars, are suggested for first purchase 
by small libraries, and about 45 others are 
suggested for second purchase. 

Nearly 4,000 citations of the indexed 
readers are listed under about 1,000 differ- 
ent subjects—from “Accidents — Preven- 
tion” to “Zoos.” There are many cross- 
references throughout the book. 


VOCATIONAL OCCUPATIONAL 
INFORMATION 


Not only the youth of your community, 
but adults as well, are seeking information 
about jobs and occupations more than ever 
before, and they are seeking it through 
their library. We feel certain that you 
want to help in their earnest need by pro- 
viding material for them. 

The Illinois State Library has available 
in its collection the “Careers Research 
Monographs” published by The Institute 
for Research, an organization devoted to 
vocational research. 

These national surveys cover the attrac- 
tive and unattractive side opportunities at 
the start; ultimate opportunities; personal 
qualifications required; source of income 
whether fees, commissions, or salaries; 
average earnings; maximum earnings for 
those of unusual ability and good fortune; 
a word-picture of a typical day’s work; how 
to get started in the career, and the ap- 
proximate amount of capital required—if 
required. The monographs are individually 
bound and illustrated. 
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THE NOTEBOOK 


AMONG LIBRARIES 


Batchelder, Mildred—has been assigned 
as chief of the School and Children’s Li- 
brary Division at A. L. A. Headquarters. 
She replaces Miss Jessie Gay Van Cleve, 
who because of illness is not able to con- 
tinue her duties. 

Briggs, Elizabeth—children’s librarian at 
the Champaign Public Library was married 
on Christmas day to Mr. David Squires. 
She will continue with her work as chil- 
dren’s librarian for the present. 

Murray, Grace—formerly librarian of the 
Public Library, Elmhurst, has been ap- 
pointed librarian of the Public Library in 
Jacksonville. She succeeds Charlotte Ryan, 
now Superintendent Extension Division, 
Illinois State Library. 

Strand, Ruth H—has been appointed li- 
brarian of the Public Library in Elmhurst. 


ILLINOIS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Membership List 


(Please detach this list and add to the 
directory number, December, 1937.) 


Changes 


Becker, Mrs. Eleanor, asst., W. Deerfield, 
Twp. P. L., change to asst. In. 
Bredehoft, Nellie M., Danville, change to 
Kewanee P. L. 
Dammier, Vernell, 
P. L., change to In. 

Montgomery, Mrs. Louise, In., P. L., Man- 
chester, change to Mansfield. 

Reeves, Mrs. Edwina, br. In. P. L., Aurora, 
change to In., E. Br. P. L. 

Ryan, Felicia Mary E., adult In., Bluff Br., 
Peoria, change to Ryan, Felicia Mary, 
100 N. Institute Pl., Peoria. 


child. In., Maywood 


New Members 


Adams, Minnie F., In., Cole P. L., Chester. 

Besley, Mrs. F. A., Waukegan. 

Evans, Mrs. John W., tr., Decatur P. L. 

Hill, Vivian, In., Carn. P. L., Litchfield. 

Koch, T. W., In., Northwestern Univ. L., 
Evanston. 

Wetherbee, S. A., Docs. Archivist and Clas- 
sifier, Ill. State L., Archives Div., Spring- 
field. 

Wittenburger, 
Twp. P. L. 

Yenawine, W. S., asst., Univ. of Ill. L., 
Urbana. 


Mrs. J. C., tr., Savanna 


Withdrawals 


Busch, Agnes, Matson P. L., Princeton. 
Horne, Isabel G., In., Maywood P. L. 
Vincent, Mrs. F. W., tr., Decatur P. L. 


OVERDUE BOOKS 


In Punch, of London, Mr. A. P. Herbert, 
novelist and M. P., comments humorously, 
and from the English point of view, on a 
story told by Austin K. Gray in his ac- 
count of the first public library in America, 
entitled ‘Benjamin Franklin’s Library.” 
(Previously published in this country under 
the title “The First American Library.”) 


“In 1777,” says Mr. Herbert, “as I must 
reluctantly recall, English troops were 
marching about and indeed fighting in 
North America. And as the brutal and 
licentious soldiery came nearer to Philadel- 
phia there was some natural anxiety for 
the safety of the books. - 


On the twenty-sixth of September, 
1777, General Howe and his men marched 
into Philadelphia, and for nine months, 
while the city was under martial law, the 
soldiers made good use of the library. Mr. 
Herbert quotes the record: ‘They re- 
turned books punctually and observed all 
the regulations about slumber and civility.’ 
I know not what the ‘regulations about 
slumber’ were-——whether they forbade sleep- 
ing in the Library or reading in bed; but 
it is nice to think that the triumphant 
troops observed them.” 


“‘Only one officer, a certain Major 
Trent—so far as records go—tailed to re- 
turn a book when the English troops left 
Philadelphia in June. The book was 
Crant’s HISTORY OF GREENLAND 
(Lon. 1767), two vols., and the Librarian 
marked THE HISTORY OF GREEN- 
LAND ‘overdue.’ 


“But in 1876—ninety-nine years after— 
the book was ‘mysteriously returned from 
ENGLAND.’ 


“ ‘Surely,’ says Mr. Gray, ‘the longest 
period for a book to stand as ‘overdue’ on 
the records of any library and yet be re- 
turned.’ 


“ ‘Surely,’ says Mr. Herbert. But surely 
there is much more. Surely this is the 
best mark the British Army ever received! 
And, for the rest of us, what a lesson!” 


LIBRARY MOVED 


The Zeigler Public Librarv has recently 
moved from the city hall to the new com- 
munity building on south Main Street. 


This building was made possible thru 
cooperation with the W. P. A. and is to be 
used as a community center. 


. 
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RURAL AREA SERVICE 


As announced and developed by 
Charlotte Ryan, Superintendent Extension Division 


LIBRARY CENTERS OPENED 


Approval has been given by the Illinois 
State Library for the opening of library 
centers in cooperation with W. P. A., in the 
following counties: 

Fayette Count-- (District 4) at Farnia. 

Union County (District 5) communities 
not definitely named. 

Clay County (District 5) at Louisville. 

Madison County ‘District 7) at Marine. 

Macoupin County (District 7) at Mt. 
Olive and Wilsonville. 

Randolph County (District 7) communi- 
ties not definitely named. 


FROM OUR NOTEBOOK 


Clark County; N. Y. A. Bookmobile: 


The N. Y. A. Bookmobile of Clark 
County, carrying book service to a large 
number of schools and stations in the 
county, reports a nice circulation, the 
weekly average being about 650 books. 


Pittsfield Public Library: 

The Superintendent of the Library Ex- 
tension Division paid a brief visit to 
Pittsfield to consult with the library 
board and Miss Helen Shadel, the li- 
brarian, about the cataloging of the 5,000 
volumes belonging to the Fred B. Jones 
collection. Mr. Jones left in his will 
enough money to build an addition to 
the Public Library to house his collec- 
tion. This addition recently completed, 
is well-planned and will add much to the 
usefulness of the library building. 


W. P. A. Library Service: 

A library center recently opened in Dis- 
trict No. 1 is the one at Rock Falls in 
Coloma Township. Public demand has 
made it necessary to keep the library 
open every afternoon during the week 
and several additional evenings. Local 
Rotary is assisting in the purchase of 
children’s books. During February 5,455 
books were circulated from 7 stations. 


Reports from W. P. A. District No. 2 
show that Kane County circulated a total 
of 3,669 books to 2,075 registered bor- 
rowers during February. A new library 
center at Lyons was opened in the 
suburbs village hall and is proving pop- 
ular since it is the first such institution 
in the village. 


W. P. A. District No. 6, for February, 
reports a nice circulation: Hancock 
County reports 2,147 books going out 
from five library centers, Henderson 
County 4,754 from six centers, Fulton 
County 623 from two centers, and Mc- 
Donough 4,620 from eleven centers. 


The Rural Extension Service in W. P. A. 
District No. 5 has forty-seven library 
centers established. During the month 
of February these forty-seven library 
centers circulated 23,855 books among 
14,036 borrowers. The attendance at the 
story-hour during the month was 1,855. 
Three new library centers were opened 
in this District recently; these were at 
McClure in Alexander County, West 
City in Franklin County, and Louisville 
in Clay County. 


In W. P. A. District No. 7 authorization 
was given for the opening of library 
centers in Mt. Olive and Wilsonville 
in Macoupin County. With the opening 
of these two, there will then be ten li- 
brary centers in the county. During the 
month of February the eight stations in 
the county circulated a total of 5,961 to 
3,297 registered borrowers. Reports from 
this District show that in February St. 
Clair County circulated 3,161 books from 
six library centers, Clinton County 2,112 
books from five library centers, and Jef- 
ferson County 3,309 books from eight 
library centers. 


The latest reports received from W. P. A. 
District No. 4 show a circulation of 
15,251 volumes to 8,876 borrowers from 
24 stations. Story hours were held in 
eight of these centers, with a total at- 
tendance of 234. 


Kewanee High School Library: 

The Kewanee High School library of ap- 
proximately 2,500 volumes has been re- 
organized and a shelf list made recently 
by the Field Visitor, with the help of 
several students. When such services of 
the Library Extension Division are given, 
the salary and transportation of the Field 
Visitor are paid by the State Library, 
but the local library or school must pay 
her board and room while she is engaged 
in the work. 
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Fox River Grove: 


Fox River Grove, forty-two miles north- 
west of Chicago, has a small library of 
donated books, housed in the village 
hall. The library committee of interested 
people asked the Extension Division to 
send someone up to see the library and 
advise them as to procedure. The col- 
lection of 800 or 1,000 volumes includes 
a large group of Bohemian books which 
are greatly appreciated by the Bohemians 
in the community. The library is open 
only one afternoon each week, and an 
attempt is being made to get federal aid 
for personnel through Mr. Fred Bestow, 
supervisor of the W. P. A. Library Proj- 
ect in District No. 1, whose office is in 
Rockford. 


N. Y. A. District No. 5: 


The Field Visitor from the Extension 
Division, discarded all books, undesirable 
by reason of content, from the already- 
sorted collection of books collected by 
the N. Y. A. in District No. 5, in the 
Share-a-book Drive during Book Week. 
The remaining books will be cleaned and 
repaired at the Book Repair project in 
Herrin, where the books are housed and 
then distributed to schools and N. Y. A. 
reading centers and for use on Book- 
mobiles in the district. 


VOTE TAX 


Normal, Illinois, voted a one and two- 
tenths mill tax for library purposes at a 
special election held March 7, 1938. This 
community is now served through a library 
center established as a W. P. A. project 
sponsored by the Illinois State Library. 
Plans are now being drafted to arrange for 
the establishing of permanent service so 
that all will be in readiness as soon as 
money is available from the tax fund. 


MOTHERS’ ROOM OPENED 


“It is necessary to instill the love of books 
and reading in a child from babyhood.” As 
a first unit in such a program, the Library 
with the cooperation of the Child Study 
Group, has arranged an attractive room 
for the use of all DeKalb mothers and 
young children. This room which is in the 
basement of the library building contains 
books and pamphlets on child care and 
training for the use of the mothers and 
picture and story books for the children. 


IN NEW YORK 


Librarians in New York State have gone 
on record as supporting legislation fixing 
minimum salaries and regular pay increases 
for library workers. With this aim in view 
delegates at the recent meeting at Niagara 
Falls, N. Y., adopted a resolution calling 
upon the Board on Salaries, Pensions and 
Working Conditions to make a study and 
draft a proposed amendment to the state 
education law giving librarians the same 
status on wages and increments as public 
school teachers. The proposed amendment 
will be presented to the state convention 
in 1938 and, if approved, will then be 
placed before state officials. Another reso- 
lution adopted by the convention called 
upon the Board of Regents to help the 
state extension department in promoting 
existing county libraries. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Waterman, Pauline T., Rosary College, 
has recently been appointed Supervisor of 
Library Projects in District No. 6 with 
headquarters at Springfield. 


THIS BULLETIN IS 
BEING SENT TO: 


